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SOURCES: Congressional Budget Office, The 2021 Long-Term Budget Outlook, March 2021; and The Budget and Economic Outlook: 2021 to 2031, 
February 2021.
NOTES: Medicare spending is net of premiums and payments from the states. CHIP is the Children’s Health Insurance Program and helps to pay for 
health insurance for uninsured children. ACA subsidies are the federal spending to subsidize health insurance purchased through the marketplaces 
established by the Affordable Care Act and related spending.

Social Security

Medicare
Medicaid
CHIP
ACA Subsidies

0%

4%

8%

12%

16%

1991 2001 2011 2021 2031 2041 2051

6.9%
of GDP
in 1991

Actual       Projected

FEDERAL SPENDING (% OF GDP)

Spending on federal entitlement programs will more than 
double between 1991 and 2051

15.7 % 
of GDP 
in 2051


	Budget
	By 2051, interest costs are projected to be more than three times what the federal government has historically spent on R&D, infrastructure, and education combined
	Over the past decade, the U.S. spent more on interest on the national debt than it did on other national priorities
	Over the past 50 years, the share of the federal budget devoted to investment in the future has fallen sharply
	�Interest costs are projected to grow substantially�
	Net interest costs are projected to rise sharply
	Non-defense discretionary programs include spending for investments
	Mandatory programs and interest costs will take over more of the federal budget, squeezing discretionary programs
	Defense spending accounts for nearly half of total discretionary spending
	Non-defense discretionary spending funds a wide range of programs
	Discretionary spending is projected to stay below its historical share of GDP
	Discretionary spending is projected to remain below its historical average
	Social Security and major health programs account for over half of mandatory spending
	Mandatory spending accounts for about two-thirds of the budget
	Social Security is the largest program funded by the federal government
	Spending on federal entitlement programs will more than double between 1991 and 2051
	Spending for mandatory programs and interest is projected to outpace all other non-interest spending
	Lawmakers have enacted a total of 124 continuing resolutions over the past 24 fiscal years
	Beyond 2030, rising interest costs are the driving factor in projected growth in annual deficits



