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Immigration and political change: 
mechanisms

1. Naturalization

2. Attitude polarization 

3. Geographic polarization



Immigration and political change: 
naturalization
• Immigrants vote 

overwhelmingly Democrat
& reside in urban areas.

• growing urban—rural 
political divide.



Immigration and political change: 
attitude polarization

• Contact w/ immigrants, 
leads to polarizing 
political views among 
natives. (Enos 2014) 



Immigration and political change: 
geographic polarization and conservative flight

• Immigration leads to 
geographic 
polarization via 
“conservative flight” 
mechanism.   

(Anastasopoulos 2017)



Conservatives more likely to relocate & feel 
discomfort when neighborhood % minority 
increases



Evidence of conservative flight and geographic 
polarization from Hurricane Katrina migration

• Steep declines in 
post-Katrina white 
enrollment in 
Houston schools in 
“conservative” Census 
tracts as a function of 
evacuee presence



Evidence of conservative flight and geographic 
polarization from Hurricane Katrina migration

• Sharp declines in 
Republican vote share 
post-Katrina 
migration.



Evidence of conservative flight and geographic 
polarization from Hurricane Katrina migration

• Increase in measures 
of political 
polarization in the 
Houston area.



What does this imply for the future of politics 
in 2050?

ECONOMIC GROWTH/PROSPERITY

DIVERSITY

POLITICAL/SOCIAL STABILITY

POLITICAL POLARIZATION 



What does this imply for the future of politics 
in 2050?

• As immigration continues to increase, diversity and economic growth 
while likely increase in American cities.

• Political divides along geographic and ideological lines will likely 
increase, posing policymaking challenges and challenges to American 
political institutions.

• These issues may be offset/avoided by increases in immigrant 
ideological diversity. 


