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S1. Are you at least 18 years old 
and registered to vote at 
[ADDRESS ON FILE]? 

  Total GA MI NC OH TX 
 Yes .............................................................................................................................................................................................................   100%     100%     100%     100%     100%     100%    
 No ..............................................................................................................................................................................................................    -      -      -      -      -      -    
VOL: (Don't know/Refused) ................................................................................................................................................................................    -      -      -      -      -      -    
        

 

S2. As you may know, there will 
be an election for Congress, 
Senate, and other offices in 
November. How likely are you to 
vote in the election in November? 
Will you definitely vote, probably 
vote, are the chances 50-50, 
probably not vote, or definitely not 
vote? 

  Total GA MI NC OH TX 
 Definitely ....................................................................................................................................................................................................     87%    84%    89%    87%    89%    83% 
 Probably .....................................................................................................................................................................................................    6      4      6      6      5      7    
 Chance 50-50 ............................................................................................................................................................................................    4      5      2      2      2      6    
 Probably not ...............................................................................................................................................................................................    1      1      1      2      1      2    
 Definitely not ..............................................................................................................................................................................................    1      1      *      1      *      *    
VOL: (Don't know/Refused) ................................................................................................................................................................................    2      4      2      1      3      1    
        

 

P1. When it comes to politics, do 
you generally think of yourself as 
a strong Democrat, not very 
strong Democrat, strong 
Republican, not very strong 
Republican, an Independent, or 
some other political party? [IF 

INDEPENDENT/OTHER] Do you think 
of yourself as closer to the 
Democratic Party or the 
Republican Party? 

  Total GA MI NC OH TX 
 Strong Democrat ........................................................................................................................................................................................     26%    28%    27%    26%    24%    22% 
 Weak Democrat .........................................................................................................................................................................................    5      7      5      6      4      3    
 Independent / Closer to the Democrats .....................................................................................................................................................  11      9    12    12    11    13    
 Independent ...............................................................................................................................................................................................  11    11    10    12    10    10    
 Independent / Closer to the Republicans...................................................................................................................................................    9      8      9    11    10      7    
 Weak Republican .......................................................................................................................................................................................    7      3      8      5      8    11    
 Strong Republican .....................................................................................................................................................................................  31    34    28    28    33    33    
VOL: (Don't know/Refused) ................................................................................................................................................................................    1      1      1      *      *      *    
        
 DEMOCRAT (NET) ....................................................................................................................................................................................     31% 35    32    31    29    26    
 INDEPENDENT (NET)...............................................................................................................................................................................  31    28    32    36    31    31    
 REPUBLICAN (NET) .................................................................................................................................................................................  38    37    36    33    40    44    
        
 DEMOCRAT W/ LEANERS (NET) ............................................................................................................................................................     42% 44    44    43    39    39    
 REPUBLICAN W/ LEANERS (NET) ..........................................................................................................................................................  47    45    44    44    51    51    
        

 

P2. How important is politics to 
your personal identity? Would you 
say it is very important, somewhat 
important, not too important, or 
not at all important? 

  Total GA MI NC OH TX 
 Very important ............................................................................................................................................................................................     33%    36%    34%    37%    27%    32% 
 Somewhat important ..................................................................................................................................................................................  34    33    33    30    39    34    
 Not too important .......................................................................................................................................................................................  19    18    22    18    21    18    
 Not at all important .....................................................................................................................................................................................  10      8      8    11    10    12    
VOL: (Don't know/Refused) ................................................................................................................................................................................    4      4      3      4      3      4    
        
 IMPORTANT (NET) ...................................................................................................................................................................................     67% 70    67    67    66    66    
 NOT IMPORTANT (NET)...........................................................................................................................................................................  29    26    30    30    31    30    
        

 

Q1. In general, are things in the 
United States headed in the right 
direction, or are things off on the 
wrong track? 

  Total GA MI NC OH TX 
 Right direction ............................................................................................................................................................................................     27%    28%    24%    26%    28%    29% 
 Wrong track ................................................................................................................................................................................................  63    59    67    65    60    62    
VOL: (Don't know/Refused) ................................................................................................................................................................................  10    13      8      9    11      9    
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Q2. Do you approve or disapprove 
of the job Donald Trump is doing 
as President? [IF 

APPROVE/DISAPPROVE] And is that 
strongly [APPROVE/DISAPPROVE] or 
just somewhat? 

  Total GA MI NC OH TX 
 Strongly approve ........................................................................................................................................................................................     26%    24%    23%    26%    29%    27% 
 Somewhat approve ....................................................................................................................................................................................  18    20    18    16    19    18    
 Somewhat disapprove ...............................................................................................................................................................................    5      5      7      4      4      8    
 Strongly disapprove ...................................................................................................................................................................................  48    46    50    51    47    47    
VOL: (Don't know/Refused) ................................................................................................................................................................................    3      5      3      3      2      1    
        
 APPROVE (NET) .......................................................................................................................................................................................     44% 45    40    42    48    45    
 DISAPPROVE (NET) .................................................................................................................................................................................  54    51    57    55    51    55    
        

 

VGEN. If the November election for 
Congress were held today, would 
you vote for the Democratic 
candidate or Republican 
candidate? [IF UNDECIDED] If you 
had to choose based only on 
party affiliation, which way would 
you lean? 

  Total GA MI NC OH TX 
 Democratic candidate ................................................................................................................................................................................     45%    45%    45%    47%    45%    42% 
 Lean Democratic candidate .......................................................................................................................................................................    2      3      2      2      *      2    
 Republican candidate ................................................................................................................................................................................  43    45    41    42    42    44    
 Lean Republican candidate .......................................................................................................................................................................    3      1      3      3      4      5    
VOL: (Undecided/Refused) .................................................................................................................................................................................    8      6      9      6      9      8    
        
 DEMOCRAT (NET) ....................................................................................................................................................................................     47% 48    47    49    45    44    
 REPUBLICAN (NET) .................................................................................................................................................................................  46    46    44    45    46    49    
        

 

D120. For your current 
employment status, are you 
employed full time, employed part 
time, not employed but looking for 
work, retired, a student, or a 
homemaker? 

  Total GA MI NC OH TX 
 Employed full time......................................................................................................................................................................................     51%    53%    55%    47%    51%    49% 
 Employed part time ....................................................................................................................................................................................    5      6      4      4      3      8    
 Not employed, but looking for work ...........................................................................................................................................................    2      4      2      2      1      3    
 Retired .......................................................................................................................................................................................................  30    27    31    34    32    26    
 Student .......................................................................................................................................................................................................    2      2      1      3      2      4    
 Homemaker ...............................................................................................................................................................................................    3      3      2      4      3      5    
VOL: (Other) ........................................................................................................................................................................................................    4      2      4      4      6      4    
VOL: (Don't know/Refused) ................................................................................................................................................................................    2      3      1      2      2      2    
        

 

Q3. [IF NOT RETIRED] At what age 
do you expect to retire? 

  Total GA MI NC OH TX 
 UNDER 65 .................................................................................................................................................................................................     27%    27%    34%    26%    22%    23% 
 65+ .............................................................................................................................................................................................................  42    46    38    46    40    40    
VOL: (I do not expect to retire) ............................................................................................................................................................................  27    22    24    24    32    34    
VOL: (Don't know/Refused) ................................................................................................................................................................................    4      5      4      4      5      3    
        

 

Q4. [IF NOT RETIRED] Do you 
expect to receive Social Security 
benefits when you retire? 

  Total GA MI NC OH TX 
 Yes .............................................................................................................................................................................................................     70%    73%    75%    69%    68%    67% 
 No ..............................................................................................................................................................................................................  26    23    21    28    28    30    
VOL: (Don't know/Refused) ................................................................................................................................................................................    3      4      4      3      4      3    
        

 

Q5. [IF NOT RETIRED] When you 
retire, do you expect Social 
Security to be: 

  Total GA MI NC OH TX 
 A major source of income ..........................................................................................................................................................................     36%    40%    38%    37%    30%    34% 
 A minor source of income ..........................................................................................................................................................................  42    39    44    41    45    42    
 Not a source of income at all .....................................................................................................................................................................  19    19    16    18    23    21    
VOL: (Don't know/Refused) ................................................................................................................................................................................    2      3      2      3      2      2    
        
 SOURCE OF INCOME (NET) ...................................................................................................................................................................     78% 79    82    78    75    77    
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Q6. [IF RETIRED] At what age did 
you retire? 

  Total GA MI NC OH TX 
 18-44 ..........................................................................................................................................................................................................       2%      2%      3%      1%      3%      1% 
 45-64 ..........................................................................................................................................................................................................  55    49    52    65    56    51    
 65+ .............................................................................................................................................................................................................  41    47    44    32    38    47    
VOL: (Don't know/Refused) ................................................................................................................................................................................    2      2      1      3      4      1    
        

 

Q7. [IF RETIRED] Do you receive 
Social Security benefits? 

  Total GA MI NC OH TX 
 Yes .............................................................................................................................................................................................................     88%    94%    87%    90%    85%    81% 
 No ..............................................................................................................................................................................................................  11      4      9    10    14    16    
VOL: (Don't know/Refused) ................................................................................................................................................................................    2      1      4      *      1      2    
        

 

Q8. [IF RETIRED] For you and your 
family personally, is Social 
Security: 

  Total GA MI NC OH TX 
 A major source of income ..........................................................................................................................................................................     62%    59%    69%    63%    60%    58% 
 A minor source of income ..........................................................................................................................................................................  29    38    22    24    28    36    
 Not a source of income at all .....................................................................................................................................................................    6      3      7      5    10      4    
VOL: (Don't know/Refused) ................................................................................................................................................................................    3      1      2      7      2      2    
        
 SOURCE OF INCOME (NET) ...................................................................................................................................................................     91% 96    91    88    88    94    
        

 

Q9. Do you support or oppose 
reforming Social Security as we 
know it today? [IF 

SUPPORT/OPPOSE] And is that 
strongly [SUPPORT/OPPOSE] or just 
somewhat? 

  Total GA MI NC OH TX 
 Strongly support .........................................................................................................................................................................................     27%    26%    25%    25%    29%    31% 
 Somewhat support .....................................................................................................................................................................................  22    19    22    22    23    26    
 Somewhat oppose .....................................................................................................................................................................................    9    10    12    11      8      3    
 Strongly oppose .........................................................................................................................................................................................  21    26    19    21    19    19    
VOL: (Neither support nor oppose) .....................................................................................................................................................................  19    14    21    18    20    19    
VOL: (Don't know/Refused) ................................................................................................................................................................................    2      5      1      3      1      2    
        
 SUPPORT (NET) .......................................................................................................................................................................................     49% 45    47    46    52    57    
 OPPOSE (NET) .........................................................................................................................................................................................  30    36    31    33    27    22    
        

 

VSSI1. How important is it to you 
that lawmakers have a plan to 
reform Social Security? Is it very 
important, somewhat important, 
not that important, or not at all 
important? 

  Total GA MI NC OH TX 
 Very important ............................................................................................................................................................................................     42%    44%    40%    45%    41%    42% 
 Somewhat important ..................................................................................................................................................................................  38    35    41    37    41    36    
 Not that important ......................................................................................................................................................................................  11    12    11    11      9    10    
 Not at all important .....................................................................................................................................................................................    6      8      7      5      5      8    
VOL: (Don't know/Refused) ................................................................................................................................................................................    2      1      2      3      3      3    
        
 IMPORTANT (NET) ...................................................................................................................................................................................     80% 79    80    82    82    79    
 NOT IMPORTANT (NET)...........................................................................................................................................................................  17    20    18    16    15    18    
        

 

Q10. On a scale of 0 to 10, where 
0 is not at all concerned and 10 is 
extremely concerned, how 
concerned would you say you are 
about Social Security? 

  Total GA MI NC OH TX 
 Extremely concerned (9-10) ......................................................................................................................................................................     45%    50%    47%    44%    39%    43% 
 Somewhat concerned (6-8) .......................................................................................................................................................................  31    23    33    31    34    33    
 Neutral (5) ..................................................................................................................................................................................................  10    12      6    11    13      8    
 Somewhat not concerned (2-4) .................................................................................................................................................................    8      8      8      8      7      9    
 Not at all concerned (0-1) ..........................................................................................................................................................................    4      4      4      3      5      5    
VOL: (Don't know/Refused) ................................................................................................................................................................................    2      2      2      3      3      2    
        
 CONCERNED (NET) .................................................................................................................................................................................     76% 73    80    75    73    76    
 NOT CONCERNED (NET).........................................................................................................................................................................  12    13    12    11    12    14    
 MEAN .........................................................................................................................................................................................................  7.54 7.63 7.77 7.56 7.32 7.43 
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Q11. Did you know that if 
lawmakers do not act by 2032, 
there would be an automatic 22% 
benefit cut for all current and new 
retired Social Security 
beneficiaries, regardless of age or 
income? 

  Total GA MI NC OH TX 
 Yes .............................................................................................................................................................................................................     46%    44%    50%    45%    45%    47% 
 No ..............................................................................................................................................................................................................  51    54    47    53    53    49    
VOL: (Don't know/Refused) ................................................................................................................................................................................    2      2      3      2      2      4    
        

 

As you may know, current projections say Social Security's retirement trust fund will run short of funds in 2032. This means that under 
current law, if lawmakers do not act by 2032, there would be an automatic 22% benefit cut for all current and new retired Social Security 
beneficiaries, regardless of age or income, which equals a benefit cut of over $1,500 per month for a typical retired couple. 
 

Q12. Knowing this, do you think 
lawmakers should have a plan to 
address Social Security running 
short on funds in 2032? And is 
that definitely or probably? 

  Total GA MI NC OH TX 
 Yes, definitely .............................................................................................................................................................................................     77%    78%    75%    79%    78%    77% 
 Yes, probably .............................................................................................................................................................................................  15    12    19    15    15    17    
 No, probably not .........................................................................................................................................................................................    3      2      3      3      4      4    
 No, definitely not ........................................................................................................................................................................................    1      3      1      *      1      1    
VOL: (Don't know/Refused) ................................................................................................................................................................................    3      4      2      3      2      2    
        
 YES (NET) .................................................................................................................................................................................................     93% 91    94    93    93    94    
 NO (NET) ...................................................................................................................................................................................................    4      5      4      4      5      5    
        

 

Q13. And knowing this, on a scale 
of 0 to 10, where 0 is not at all 
concerned and 10 is extremely 
concerned, how concerned would 
you say you are about automatic 
benefit cuts to Social Security if 
lawmakers do not reform the 
program? 

  Total GA MI NC OH TX 
 Extremely concerned (9-10) ......................................................................................................................................................................     61%    61%    61%    64%    58%    59% 
 Somewhat concerned (6-8) .......................................................................................................................................................................  20    16    22    19    22    21    
 Neutral (5) ..................................................................................................................................................................................................    6      7      6      5      7      5    
 Somewhat not concerned (2-4) .................................................................................................................................................................    6      6      4      6      5      8    
 Not at all concerned (0-1) ..........................................................................................................................................................................    5      8      4      4      5      4    
VOL: (Don't know/Refused) ................................................................................................................................................................................    2      2      2      2      2      4    
        
 CONCERNED (NET) .................................................................................................................................................................................     81% 77    83    84    81    80    
 NOT CONCERNED (NET).........................................................................................................................................................................  11    14      8      9    11    12    
 MEAN .........................................................................................................................................................................................................  8.14 7.93 8.27 8.37 8.02 8.12 
        

 

Q14. Over the past month, do you 
think lawmakers have been 
talking enough about plans to 
prevent automatic Social Security 
benefit cuts? 

  Total GA MI NC OH TX 
 Yes, lawmakers have been talking about this enough ..............................................................................................................................       9%    10%    11%      8%      9%    10% 
 No, lawmakers should talk about this more ...............................................................................................................................................  88    87    86    89    88    89    
VOL: (Don't know/Refused) ................................................................................................................................................................................    3      3      3      2      3      2    
        

 

VSSI2. Knowing that if lawmakers 
do not act by 2032, there would 
be an automatic 22% benefit cut 
for all current and new retired 
Social Security beneficiaries, how 
important is it to you that 
lawmakers reform Social Security 
to prevent automatic benefit cuts? 

  Total GA MI NC OH TX 
 Very important ............................................................................................................................................................................................     69%    71%    65%    72%    69%    68% 
 Somewhat important ..................................................................................................................................................................................  22    20    25    20    21    23    
 Not that important ......................................................................................................................................................................................    4      2      4      4      3      4    
 Not at all important .....................................................................................................................................................................................    3      5      3      3      3      1    
VOL: (Don't know/Refused) ................................................................................................................................................................................    2      2      3      2      3      3    
        
 IMPORTANT (NET) ...................................................................................................................................................................................     91% 92    90    92    91    91    
 NOT IMPORTANT (NET)...........................................................................................................................................................................    7      6      7      7      6      6    
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VSSL1. And knowing that if 
lawmakers do not act by 2032, 
there would be an automatic 22% 
benefit cut for all current and new 
retired Social Security 
beneficiaries, would you be more 
or less likely to vote for a 
lawmaker if they had a plan to 
reform Social Security to prevent 
automatic benefit cuts? 

  Total GA MI NC OH TX 
 Much more likely ........................................................................................................................................................................................     46%    50%    39%    49%    47%    47% 
 Somewhat more likely ................................................................................................................................................................................  30    28    35    31    28    29    
 Somewhat less likely..................................................................................................................................................................................    3      3      4      2      3      4    
 Much less likely ..........................................................................................................................................................................................    4      5      5      3      4      2    
VOL: (No difference) ...........................................................................................................................................................................................  14    12    15    14    13    17    
VOL: (Don't know/Refused) ................................................................................................................................................................................    2      1      3      1      4      2    
        
 MORE LIKELY (NET) ................................................................................................................................................................................     77% 78    74    80    75    76    
 LESS LIKELY (NET) ..................................................................................................................................................................................    7      9      9      5      8      5    
        

 

VSS1. Would you be more likely to 
support a candidate that: 

  Total GA MI NC OH TX 
 Has a plan to prevent automatic benefit cuts to Social 

Security ......................................................................................................................................................................................................     81%    81%    81%    81%    82%    81% 
 Promises not to touch Social Security .......................................................................................................................................................  17    17    16    16    15    19    
VOL: (Don't know/Refused) ................................................................................................................................................................................    2      2      4      3      3      *    
        

 

Q15. Knowing that the U.S. 
Senators elected this November 
will be in office in 2032 when 
automatic Social Security benefit 
cuts are set to occur, is a 
candidate having a plan to 
address Social Security a factor in 
deciding whether you would 
support them in the 2026 election 
for U.S. Senate? 

  Total GA MI NC OH TX 
 Yes, definitely .............................................................................................................................................................................................     42%    52%    33%    45%    41%    38% 
 Yes, probably .............................................................................................................................................................................................  38    29    47    37    41    38    
 No, probably not .........................................................................................................................................................................................  13    13    12    13    11    16    
 No, definitely not ........................................................................................................................................................................................    4      4      5      4      3      5    
VOL: (Don't know/Refused) ................................................................................................................................................................................    2      1      3      1      3      2    
        
 YES (NET) .................................................................................................................................................................................................     80% 81    80    82    82    76    
 NO (NET) ...................................................................................................................................................................................................  17    17    17    17    15    21    
        

 

B1. As you may know, many lawmakers have promised not to touch Social Security. However, if lawmakers do not act by 2032, there 
would be an automatic 22% benefit cut for all current and new retired Social Security beneficiaries, regardless of age or income, which 
equals a benefit cut of over $1,500 per month for a typical retired couple. I am now going to read you a series of statements. Thinking 
about what I just read, how much do you agree or disagree with [ITEM]? [IF AGREE/DISAGREE] And do you strongly [AGREE/DISAGREE] or 
just somewhat [AGREE/DISAGREE]? 
 

 AGREE DISAGREE 

(Neither) (DK/Ref.) 

NET 

Strongly Somewhat Somewhat Strongly AGREE DISAGREE 

• Lawmakers should show leadership 
by fixing Social Security before it's 
too late..................................................................................................................................................................................................  66% 20      1      5      5      3    85%   7    

GA 72% 16      *      5      4      3    88%   6    
MI 61% 22      2      5      6      4    83%   7    

NC 66% 21      1      5      5      1    87%   7    
OH 67% 19      1      5      6      3    85%   6    
TX 63% 20      2      7      5      3    83%   9    
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B1. As you may know, many lawmakers have promised not to touch Social Security. However, if lawmakers do not act by 2032, there 
would be an automatic 22% benefit cut for all current and new retired Social Security beneficiaries, regardless of age or income, which 
equals a benefit cut of over $1,500 per month for a typical retired couple. I am now going to read you a series of statements. Thinking 
about what I just read, how much do you agree or disagree with [ITEM]? [IF AGREE/DISAGREE] And do you strongly [AGREE/DISAGREE] or 
just somewhat [AGREE/DISAGREE]? 
 

 AGREE DISAGREE 

(Neither) (DK/Ref.) 

NET 

Strongly Somewhat Somewhat Strongly AGREE DISAGREE 

• With the cost of living so high and 
rising every day, it is more important 
than ever for lawmakers to fix Social 
Security so seniors do not lose the 
benefits they need to get by ..........................................................................................................................................................  66% 19      3      5      4      3    85%   8    

GA 68% 18      2      5      4      3    86%   7    
MI 66% 19      4      4      5      1    85%   9    

NC 64% 21      1      4      7      2    86%   5    
OH 67% 20      2      5      3      3    87%   8    
TX 64% 18      5      6      3      4    82% 11    

         

• Lawmakers who promise not to 
touch Social Security are making 
the problem worse because the 
longer we wait to fix it, the harder it 
will be ....................................................................................................................................................................................................  52% 24      5      6      9      3    77% 11    

GA 58% 23      5      6      8      2    80% 10    
MI 47% 30      6      5      9      3    77% 11    

NC 51% 23      6      6    12      3    74% 12    
OH 49% 25      7      7      6      6    75% 13    
TX 58% 20      4      7      9      2    78% 11    

         

• Lawmakers who promise not to 
touch Social Security are leaving 
current seniors vulnerable to 
automatic cuts....................................................................................................................................................................................  50% 26      7      6      9      2    75% 13    

GA 50% 23      8      7    10      2    74% 14    
MI 46% 29      8      6    10      1    75% 14    

NC 52% 26      5      6      8      2    78% 12    
OH 46% 30      7      4    10      4    75% 11    
TX 53% 21      7      9      7      2    75% 16    

         

• Lawmakers who promise not to 
touch Social Security are misguided 
because doing nothing means an 
automatic cut in the future .............................................................................................................................................................  47% 27      7      6    11      2    73% 13    

GA 49% 24      7      6    11      3    73% 13    
MI 43% 27      9      5    14      3    70% 14    

NC 49% 23      8      5    12      1    73% 13    
OH 46% 32      5      7      8      2    78% 12    
TX 48% 26      8      6    10      2    74% 14    
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B1. As you may know, many lawmakers have promised not to touch Social Security. However, if lawmakers do not act by 2032, there 
would be an automatic 22% benefit cut for all current and new retired Social Security beneficiaries, regardless of age or income, which 
equals a benefit cut of over $1,500 per month for a typical retired couple. I am now going to read you a series of statements. Thinking 
about what I just read, how much do you agree or disagree with [ITEM]? [IF AGREE/DISAGREE] And do you strongly [AGREE/DISAGREE] or 
just somewhat [AGREE/DISAGREE]? 
 

 AGREE DISAGREE 

(Neither) (DK/Ref.) 

NET 

Strongly Somewhat Somewhat Strongly AGREE DISAGREE 

• I don't believe Social Security will 
"run out" - the government will 
borrow more money to ensure that 
all benefits are paid ..........................................................................................................................................................................  11% 26    18    26    16      2    38% 44    

GA 11% 24    15    29    18      2    35% 45    
MI 12% 24    22    25    15      3    35% 47    

NC 11% 30    15    24    18      3    41% 38    
OH 9% 27    18    29    14      3    35% 48    
TX 15% 26    20    24    15      1    41% 44    

 

B2. Now I am going to read a list of potential solutions to strengthen Social Security and prevent automatic benefit cuts, and I’d like to 
know whether you support or oppose each solution as part of a plan to prevent automatic benefit cuts. Do you support or oppose [ITEM]? 
[IF SUPPORT/OPPOSE] And is that strongly [SUPPORT/OPPOSE] or just somewhat [SUPPORT/OPPOSE]? 
 

 SUPPORT OPPOSE 

(DK/Ref.) 

NET 

Strongly Somewhat Somewhat Strongly SUPPORT OPPOSE 

• Raising the Social Security payroll tax cap: 
Currently, all workers pay a 6.2% tax on their 
annual income up to a maximum income of 
$184,500. This proposal calls for an additional 
1% tax on all incomes above $184,500, which 
is not taxed now. ...............................................................................................................................................................................  42% 29    10    16      3    72% 26    

GA 42% 28    10    17      3    70% 27    
MI 44% 32    11    10      3    77% 20    

NC 40% 29    11    19      1    69% 30    
OH 46% 26    10    14      3    72% 25    
TX 40% 31      9    17      2    71% 27    

        

• Cap benefits for higher income beneficiaries: 
Capping all annual Social Security benefits, so 
that no retired couple receives more than 
$100,000 per year. ...........................................................................................................................................................................  31% 35    16    15      2    66% 32    

GA 33% 35    12    16      3    68% 28    
MI 29% 36    18    15      1    65% 34    

NC 32% 33    15    17      2    66% 32    
OH 31% 37    17    14      1    68% 31    
TX 30% 35    20    14      1    65% 34    
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B2. Now I am going to read a list of potential solutions to strengthen Social Security and prevent automatic benefit cuts, and I’d like to 
know whether you support or oppose each solution as part of a plan to prevent automatic benefit cuts. Do you support or oppose [ITEM]? 
[IF SUPPORT/OPPOSE] And is that strongly [SUPPORT/OPPOSE] or just somewhat [SUPPORT/OPPOSE]? 
 

 SUPPORT OPPOSE 

(DK/Ref.) 

NET 

Strongly Somewhat Somewhat Strongly SUPPORT OPPOSE 

• Balance: A balanced approach that gradually 
adjusts benefits over time in a fair and 
compassionate manner, while also increasing 
taxes into the program so that more benefits 
can be preserved and the system can remain 
funded for a long period. ................................................................................................................................................................  22% 43    16    17      2    65% 32    

GA 27% 41    15    14      3    68% 29    
MI 22% 45    16    14      3    67% 30    

NC 19% 44    17    18      2    63% 35    
OH 20% 43    18    16      3    63% 35    
TX 23% 42    12    21      2    65% 33    

        

• Reducing benefits for higher earners: 
Wealthier retirees generally receive more 
benefits, even though they likely have more 
ways to fund their retirements, such as through 
pensions and savings. This proposal would 
reduce the amount of benefits that the top 20% 
of earners receive. ...........................................................................................................................................................................  32% 33    16    18      2    65% 33    

GA 32% 34    13    19      2    66% 32    
MI 29% 35    16    17      2    65% 33    

NC 29% 35    15    18      2    65% 33    
OH 35% 29    17    16      3    65% 32    
TX 34% 29    18    18      1    63% 36    

        

• Capital gains and dividends tax: Currently, 
capital gains from the sale of stock are not 
taxed for Social Security. This proposal would 
add a 1% tax on capital gains dedicated to 
funding Social Security. ..................................................................................................................................................................  30% 28    14    26      2    58% 40    

GA 34% 26    11    27      3    59% 38    
MI 28% 31    15    23      3    59% 38    

NC 26% 33    13    25      3    59% 38    
OH 29% 28    17    25      1    57% 42    
TX 33% 22    15    29      1    55% 44    

        

• Increasing the payroll tax: Currently, 
employers and employees each pay a tax on 
wages, and raising that tax rate by just a small 
amount could have a positive impact on the 
program's solvency. .........................................................................................................................................................................  15% 33    21    29      2    48% 50    

GA 19% 33    18    28      2    52% 47    
MI 11% 42    19    25      2    53% 45    

NC 18% 26    20    33      3    44% 53    
OH 16% 30    24    28      2    46% 52    
TX 13% 35    22    30      1    47% 52    
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B2. Now I am going to read a list of potential solutions to strengthen Social Security and prevent automatic benefit cuts, and I’d like to 
know whether you support or oppose each solution as part of a plan to prevent automatic benefit cuts. Do you support or oppose [ITEM]? 
[IF SUPPORT/OPPOSE] And is that strongly [SUPPORT/OPPOSE] or just somewhat [SUPPORT/OPPOSE]? 
 

 SUPPORT OPPOSE 

(DK/Ref.) 

NET 

Strongly Somewhat Somewhat Strongly SUPPORT OPPOSE 

• Gradually raising the retirement age: The 
retirement age is when a person begins to 
receive their benefits. This proposal would 
phase in a small gradual increase in the 
retirement age for younger Americans. For 
example, an American who is 40 today could 
work a handful of months longer to avoid 
automatic benefit cuts for everyone. Current 
retirees and those near retirement would be 
exempt from these changes. ........................................................................................................................................................  15% 30    18    34      3    45% 52    

GA 19% 31    18    30      3    50% 47    
MI 14% 31    21    33      1    46% 53    

NC 14% 31    16    37      2    45% 53    
OH 15% 27    20    34      4    42% 54    
TX 14% 30    17    36      2    44% 53    

        

• Borrowing money: Congress could choose to 
borrow money to help fund Social Security, 
which would add to the national debt. .......................................................................................................................................  8% 22    26    42      2    29% 68    

GA 14% 21    20    43      2    35% 64    
MI 3% 22    32    40      2    26% 72    

NC 7% 23    27    40      3    30% 68    
OH 6% 22    26    42      4    28% 68    
TX 8% 20    26    45      2    28% 70    

 

Q30. As you may know, the U.S. 
national debt currently stands at 
$40 trillion. Knowing this, which of 
the following do you agree with 
more, even if neither are exactly 
right? 

  Total GA MI NC OH TX 
 Social Security benefits should be kept as they are 

today, even if that means borrowing more money and 
adding to the national debt ........................................................................................................................................................................     19%    18%    19%    20%    17%    18% 

 We need a plan to stabilize Social Security, to avoid 
having to borrow more money and add to the national 
debt ............................................................................................................................................................................................................  77    78    78    75    79    77    

VOL: (Don't know/Refused) ................................................................................................................................................................................    4      4      3      4      4      6    
        

 

Now I have just a few final questions for statistical purposes. 
 

D100. What is your gender?   Total GA MI NC OH TX 
VOL: (A man) ......................................................................................................................................................................................................     45%    44%    46%    44%    47%    45% 
VOL: (A woman) ..................................................................................................................................................................................................  53    55    53    54    52    54    
VOL: (Something else) ........................................................................................................................................................................................    *      -      *      *      -      *    
VOL: (Prefer not to say/Refused) ........................................................................................................................................................................    1      2      2      2      1      1    
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DAGE. What is your age?   Total GA MI NC OH TX 
 18-29 ..........................................................................................................................................................................................................     11%    11%    12%    10%      9%    12% 
 30-44 ..........................................................................................................................................................................................................  20    21    21    19    19    22    
 45-54 ..........................................................................................................................................................................................................  16    17    15    15    15    17    
 55-64 ..........................................................................................................................................................................................................  20    20    19    20    21    19    
 65+ .............................................................................................................................................................................................................  33    30    33    36    37    31    
VOL: (Refused) ...................................................................................................................................................................................................    -      -      -      -      -      -    
        

 

D102. What is the last grade of 
school or level of education you 
completed? 

  Total GA MI NC OH TX 
 Did not complete high school .....................................................................................................................................................................       2%      1%      2%      1%      1%      3% 
 Graduated high school ...............................................................................................................................................................................  13    13    12    14    15    13    
 Attended technical/vocational school .........................................................................................................................................................    7      8      4      7      8      6    
 Attended some college but no degree .......................................................................................................................................................  27    29    31    24    25    27    
 Graduated two-year college with Associate's degree ................................................................................................................................  15    12    18    16    17    14    
 Graduated four-year college with Bachelor's degree .................................................................................................................................  19    19    15    19    17    23    
 Obtained Master's, PhD, or other professional degree 

(MD, DMD, etc.) .........................................................................................................................................................................................  15    15    16    16    15    11    
VOL: (Don't know/Refused) ................................................................................................................................................................................    2      2      2      3      3      2    
        

 

D105. When it comes to politics, do 
you generally think of yourself as: 

  Total GA MI NC OH TX 
 Very liberal .................................................................................................................................................................................................     13%    12%    17%    10%    12%    13% 
 Somewhat liberal .......................................................................................................................................................................................  15    14    13    18    13    15    
 Moderate ....................................................................................................................................................................................................  28    30    29    28    29    27    
 Somewhat conservative .............................................................................................................................................................................  20    18    23    18    23    18    
 Very conservative ......................................................................................................................................................................................  22    24    17    22    21    26    
VOL: (Don't know/Refused) ................................................................................................................................................................................    2      2      2      4      3      1    
        
 LIBERAL (NET) ..........................................................................................................................................................................................     27% 26    30    28    25    28    
 CONSERVATIVE (NET) ............................................................................................................................................................................  42    42    39    40    43    44    
        

 

Q31. Which of the following best 
describes you and your family? 

  Total GA MI NC OH TX 
 Working class .............................................................................................................................................................................................     18%    17%    16%    17%    21%    19% 
 Lower middle class ....................................................................................................................................................................................  14    17    15    14    13    12    
 Middle class ...............................................................................................................................................................................................  43    39    48    43    41    44    
 Upper middle class ....................................................................................................................................................................................  18    17    15    19    21    17    
 Affluent .......................................................................................................................................................................................................    1      2      *      1      1      2    
VOL: (I'm not sure) ..............................................................................................................................................................................................    4      6      3      4      2      4    
VOL: (Don't know/Refused) ................................................................................................................................................................................    3      3      3      3      1      2    
        

 

ALLOCRACE. To ensure a 
representative sample, please 
indicate your race. [IF NOT 

HISPANIC/LATINO] For statistical 
purposes, are you of Hispanic, 
Latino, or Spanish origin? [MULTI-

RACIAL RESPONDENTS ALLOCATED 
TO MULTIPLE RACES, PER SELF-
REPORT; REFUSALS ALLOCATED BY 
RACE ON FILE] 

  Total GA MI NC OH TX 
 Black/African American ..............................................................................................................................................................................     16%    29%    11%    20%    10%    13% 
 White/Caucasian ........................................................................................................................................................................................  78    68    85    77    88    70    
 Hispanic/Latino ..........................................................................................................................................................................................    6      3      2      4      2    20    
 Asian/Asian American ................................................................................................................................................................................    2      2      2      1      1      3    
 Pacific Islander ...........................................................................................................................................................................................    1      1      1      *      *      1    
 Native American/American Indian/Indigenous ...........................................................................................................................................    1      1      1      2      1      2    
 Middle Eastern/North African  ....................................................................................................................................................................    1      -      1      1      1      *    
 Other  .........................................................................................................................................................................................................    -      -      -      -      -      -    
VOL: (Don't know/Refused) ................................................................................................................................................................................    -      -      -      -      -      -    
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VH24. Thinking back, in the 
November 2024 general election 
for President, did you vote for 
Democrat Kamala Harris, for 
Republican Donald Trump, for 
someone else, or did you not vote 
in that election? 

  Total GA MI NC OH TX 
 Voted for Democrat Kamala Harris ............................................................................................................................................................     44%    46%    46%    45%    42%    39% 
 Voted for Republican Donald Trump .........................................................................................................................................................  47    46    46    46    50    49    
 Voted for someone else .............................................................................................................................................................................    3      2      5      3      2      5    
 Did not vote / too young .............................................................................................................................................................................    3      4      2      4      3      4    
VOL: (Refused) ...................................................................................................................................................................................................    2      2      1      3      3      2    
        
 ALLOCATED HARRIS (NET) ....................................................................................................................................................................     46% 48    48    47    44    41    
 ALLOCATED TRUMP (NET) .....................................................................................................................................................................  50    48    48    48    52    52    
        

 

GAREGNUM. [IF GEORGIA] Georgia Regions  Atlanta DMA - Inner Core ..........................................................................................................................................................................     20% 
 Atlanta DMA - Outer Suburbs ....................................................................................................................................................................  37    
 Atlanta DMA - Rest ....................................................................................................................................................................................  13    
 Macon-Columbus DMAs............................................................................................................................................................................    9    
 Other DMAs ...............................................................................................................................................................................................    9    
 Savannah-Augusta-Jacksonville DMAs ....................................................................................................................................................  13    
   

 

MIREGNUM. [IF MICHIGAN] Michigan Regions  Detroit DMA - Macomb/Rest .....................................................................................................................................................................     16% 
 Detroit DMA - Oakland/Washtenaw ..........................................................................................................................................................  18    
 Detroit DMA - Wayne - Detroit City ...........................................................................................................................................................    5    
 Detroit DMA - Wayne - Rest ......................................................................................................................................................................  11    
 Flint DMA ...................................................................................................................................................................................................  11    
 Grand Rapids DMA ...................................................................................................................................................................................  23    
 Lansing DMA .............................................................................................................................................................................................    7    
 Upper Peninsula/Northern DMAs ..............................................................................................................................................................  10    
   

 

NCREGNUM. [IF NORTH CAROLINA] North Carolina Regions  Charlotte-Mecklenburg ..............................................................................................................................................................................     10% 
 Charlotte-Other ..........................................................................................................................................................................................  17    
 Down East/Shore DMAs ............................................................................................................................................................................  16    
 Greensboro ................................................................................................................................................................................................  17    
 Raleigh-Other ............................................................................................................................................................................................  20    
 Raleigh-Wake County................................................................................................................................................................................  12    
 Western/Blue Ridge DMAs ........................................................................................................................................................................    9    
   

 

NCREGNUM2. [IF NORTH CAROLINA] North Carolina DMAs  Atlanta DMA ..............................................................................................................................................................................................    -    
 Charlotte DMA ...........................................................................................................................................................................................  27    
 Chattanooga DMA .....................................................................................................................................................................................    1    
 Greensboro-High Point-Winston Salem DMA ...........................................................................................................................................  17    
 Greenville-New Bern-Washington DMA ....................................................................................................................................................    8    
 Greenville-Spartanburg-Asheville-Anderson DMA ....................................................................................................................................    7    
 Myrtle Beach-Florence DMA .....................................................................................................................................................................    *    
 Norfolk-Portsmouth-Newport News DMA ..................................................................................................................................................    1    
 Raleigh-Durham (Fayetteville) DMA ..........................................................................................................................................................  32    
 Wilmington DMA ........................................................................................................................................................................................    7    
   

 

OHREGNUM. [IF OHIO] Ohio Regions  Cincinnati DMA ..........................................................................................................................................................................................     16% 
 Cleveland DMA - Cuyahoga County .........................................................................................................................................................  10    
 Cleveland DMA - Rest ...............................................................................................................................................................................  23    
 Columbus DMA .........................................................................................................................................................................................  22    
 Dayton DMA ..............................................................................................................................................................................................  10    
 Toledo DMA ...............................................................................................................................................................................................    8    
 Youngstown DMA/Other Markets ..............................................................................................................................................................  11    
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OHREGNUM2. [IF OHIO] Ohio Counties  Cuyahoga ..................................................................................................................................................................................................     10% 
 Franklin ......................................................................................................................................................................................................  10    
 Hamilton ....................................................................................................................................................................................................    8    
 Rest of State ..............................................................................................................................................................................................  72    
   

 

TXREGNUM. [IF TEXAS] Texas Regions  Austin, Waco, and Other Eastern DMAs ...................................................................................................................................................     20% 
 Dallas and Tarrant County ........................................................................................................................................................................  15    
 Dallas-Fort Worth DMA - Rest ...................................................................................................................................................................  16    
 Houston DMA ............................................................................................................................................................................................  24    
 Panhandle and Other Western DMAs .......................................................................................................................................................    9    
 San Antonio and Lower Valley DMAs .......................................................................................................................................................  16    
   

 


